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Gémayel est né a Ain El-Touffaha, petit village du
voisinage de Bikfaya en 1898. Le jour ou Saleeby le
découvrit, il avait déja fait tout seul beaucoup de
chemin. De I’atelier de Saleeby ou il travailla pendant
trois années consécutives, Gémayel se rendit en 1927 a
Paris. Pendant son séjour, il fréquenta ’Académie
Julian, travailla sous la direction de Pougehon, de
Jean-Paul Laurens, et obtint le Premier Prix a
I’Exposition Coloniale; et depuis qu’il est rentré au
Liban en 1930, il n’a cessé d’enseigner et de travailler
la peinture.

Gémayel est une de ces personnes chez qui la
sensibilité «draine» la conscience. Convertissant toute
impression en frissons de couleurs, son ceil semble
étre commandé par son cceur. Sa conception oscille
entre le classicisme dont elle tient ses origines et
'impressionnisme vers quoi elle tend. Sous son tendre
pinceau, tout devient transparent. Lignes, formes,
masses, tout se décompose sous son ceil en couleurs
diaphanes. Rarement dramatiques, ses sujets lui sont
généralement suggérés par la nature accueillante du
pays, ou par l'attitude tendre et innocente des étres.

Il ne cesse d’étre fidele a sa vocation de poete de la
nature, chez qui Pamour des choses familieres
Pemporte sur I'amour du risque et de I’aventure.
Gémayel s’est dispensé du souci exclusif de la cons-
truction et a sacrifié 1'unité au profit de la spon-
tanéité.

Joseph Abou Rizk
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César Gémayel was born in Ain El-Touffaha, a
small village near Bikfaya, in 1898 and by the time he
was discovered by Saleeby, he had already come a
long way by his own efforts. From Saleeby’s studio
where he worked for three consecutive years, Géma-
yel went to Paris in 1927. During his stay, he attended
the Académie Julian, worked under Pougehon and
Jean-Paul Laurens, and obtained the First Prize at the
Exposition Coloniale. From the moment of his return
to Lebanon in 1930, he never ceased teaching and
working on his painting.

Gémayel is one of those in whom sensitivity draws
upon consciousness. Converting every impression
into thrilling colour, his eye seems to be ruled by his
heart. His conception varies between the classicism
from which it originated and the impressionism
towards which it is drawn. Under his gentle brush,
everything becomes transparent; line, form, mass —
to his eye, all undergo a change into diaphanous
colour. His subjects are rarely dramatic but are
generally suggested by the hospitable Nature of his
country or by the tender and innocent attitude of its
people.

Gémayel never fails to remain faithful to his
vocation as the poet of nature for whom the love of
familiar objects over-rides the love of risk and
adventure. Indeed, Gémayel has done away with an
exclusive concern for construction and sacrificed unity
to the advantage of spontaneity.

Joseph Abou Rizk
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