
ACTION PAINTINGS 1ART EXHIBITION

Art Exhibition is a collection of paintings based on fifty 
photographs that span exhibitions of Palestinian art that 
took place in different locations around the world from  
1954 to the present. 

The installation is based on archival research, and explores 
questions around modern and contemporary Palestinian art, 
its figures and protagonists, platforms, and documentation.

The work seeks to create a subjective historical re-mapping 
of exhibition-making practices using photographs and 
images, press clippings and documents, which have been 
translated into photorealist paintings.

Art Exhibition is organized according to the following 
categories: action paintings, date paintings, dialogue 
paintings, dot paintings, exhibition paintings, framed 
paintings, landscape paintings, monotheistic paintings, 
mystery paintings, photography paintings, portrait paintings, 
silent paintings, temperature paintings, text paintings.

khAlil rAbAh
ART EXHIBITION–‘REAdy MAdE REPRESENTATIONS’,  2011
INSTAllATION, 50 PAINTINGS, OIl ON CANvAS, SIzES vARy

PUBlISHEd By SHARJAH ART FOUNdATION, 2011
THIS CATAlOGUE WAS PROdUCEd WITH THE SUPPORT OF RANA SAdIK & SAMER yOUNIS





04

ACTION PAINTINGS

24

EXHIBITION PAINTINGS

12

dATE PAINTINGS

14

dIAlOGUE PAINTINGS

32

FRAMEd PAINTINGS

22

dOT PAINTINGS

38

lANdSCAPE PAINTINGS

50

MySTERy PAINTINGS

80

SIlENT PAINTINGS

56

PHOTOGRAPHy  PAINTINGS

90

TEMPERATURE PAINTINGS

94

TEXT PAINTINGS

44

MONOTHEISTIC  PAINTINGS

64

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS

content



ACTION PAINTINGSART EXHIBITION 05

sugar, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 180 X 121CM

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive

action paintings



ACTION PAINTINGSART EXHIBITION 07

generous–01, 2011 
OIl ON CANvAS, 180 X 121CM

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive



ACTION PAINTINGSART EXHIBITION 09

generous–02, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 180 X 121CM

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive



ACTION PAINTINGSART EXHIBITION 11

suad, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Liverpool Biennial 2008: Made Up
The Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind  
After 12 Years 
Installation by Khalil Rabah
Image source: Khalil Rabah’s archive



ART EXHIBITION dATE PAINTINGS 13

reem, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 172 X 260CM

The 2nd Riwaq Biennale
On Kawara, Pure Consciousness
Dar al Kalima College
Bethlehem, 2007
Organized by Ikon Gallery and Art School Palestine
Image source: ArtSchool Palestine’s archive

date paintings



ART EXHIBITION dIAlOGUE PAINTINGS 15

dialogue paintings fur, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 251 X 200CM

Laila Shawa Solo exhibition
Sultan Gallery, Kuwait, 1972
Image source: Sultan’s Gallery archive



ART EXHIBITION 17

red socks, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 156 X 240CMThe Young Artist of the Year Award

Ramallah, 2008
Organized by A.M. Qattan Foundation
Image source: A.M. Qattan’s Foundation archive

dIAlOGUE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 19

u tube, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Palestinian Art exhibition
Strasbourg, France, 1992
Organized by the French Palestinian Friendship Group
Image source: Suleiman Mansour’s archive

dIAlOGUE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 21

delegation, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Day of Solidarity with the rights of the Palestinian People exhibition
United Nations Headquarters, New York, 2000
Organized by Al Wasiti Art Center for the occasion 
Image source: Suleiman Mansour’s archive

dIAlOGUE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION dOT PAINTINGS 23

dot paintings

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 320 X 240CM

As if by Magic
Bethlehem Peace Centre, 2006
Organized by ArtSchool Palestine
Image source: ArtSchool Palestine’s archive



ART EXHIBITION EXHIBITION PAINTINGS 25

exhibition paintings untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

52nd Venice Biennale 2007: Think with the Senses 
Feel with the Mind. Art in the Present Tense
Venice, 2007 
Installation by Emily Jacir
Image source: universes-in-universe.org



ART EXHIBITION 27

diagonal patterns, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Laila Shawa solo exhibition
Sultan Gallery, Kuwait, 1972
Image source: Sultan’s Gallery archive

EXHIBITION PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 29

blue coat, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

New Visions
Al Hakawati, Jerusalem, 1989
Organized by New Visions group
Image source: Vera Tamari’s archive

EXHIBITION PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 31

grid, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

The Other Shadow of the City
Jerusalem, 2009
Organized by ArtSchool Palestine and Al Hoash Gallery
Image source: ArtSchool Palestine’s archive

EXHIBITION PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION FRAMEd PAINTINGS 33

framed paintings

lips, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

53rd Venice Biennale: Making Worlds
Venice, 2009 
Installation by Jumana Emil Abboud
Image source: universes-in-universe.org



ART EXHIBITION 35

blue sky, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 252 X 180CM

Artists from Palestine exhibition
French Cultural Center 
Jerusalem, 1993
Image source: Al Wasiti’s archive

FRAMEd PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 37

bird cage, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Jerusalem Show: The Jerusalem Syndrome
Old City, Jerusalem, 2009 
Organized by Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art 
Image source: almamalfoundation.org

FRAMEd PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION lANdSCAPE PAINTINGS 39

landscape paintings playground, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Disorientation II: The Rise and Fall of Arab Cities
Abu Dhabi Art Fair
Manarat Al Saadiyat, Saadiyat Island
Abu Dhabi, 2009 
Installation by Marwan Richmawi
Image source: universes-in-universe.org



ART EXHIBITION 41

lines, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Documenta 11: Democracy Unrealized
Kassel, Germany, 2002
Installation by Fareed Armaly with Rashid Masharawi
Image source: Fareed Armaly archive

lANdSCAPE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 43

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Disorientation
Haus der Kulturen der Welt  
Berlin, Germany, 2003
Image source: universes-in-universe.org

lANdSCAPE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION MONOTHEISTIC PAINTINGS 45

Ismail Shamout solo exhibition
Cairo, 1954
Image source: shammout.com

white suit, black tie, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 166 X 200CM

monotheistic paintings



ART EXHIBITION 47

night fall, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Memory Triptych exhibition
Jerusalem, 2008
Organized by Al Hoash Gallery
Image source: Al Hoash’s Gallery archive

MONOTHEISTIC PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 49

posters, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Down with the Occupation exhibition
Al Hakawati, Jerusalem, 1987
Organized by Palestinian Israeli Artists Against Occupation
Image source: Suleiman Mansour’s archive

MONOTHEISTIC PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION MySTERy PAINTINGS 51

Disorientation II: The Rise and Fall of Arab Cities
Abu Dhabi Art Fair
Manarat Al Saadiyat, Saadiyat Island
Abu Dhabi, 2009
Installation by Ayreen Anastas and Rene Gabri
Image source: universes-in-universe.org

round table, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

mystery paintings



ART EXHIBITION 53

9th International Istanbul Biennial
The Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind 
Palestine Before Palestine, Istanbul, 2005
Installation by Khalil Rabah
Image source: Khalil Rabah’s archive

green wall, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

MySTERy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 55

reflection, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

3rd Riwaq Biennale: A Geography: 50 Villages
Palestine, 2009
Image source: Riwaq’s archive

MySTERy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 57

four by five, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 342 X 240CM

Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art Inaugural exhibition
Old City, Jerusalem, 1999
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive

photography paintings

PHOTOGRAPHy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 59

crazy dreams, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Documenta 12
Kassel, Germany, 2007
Installation by Ahlam Shibli
Image source: Ahlam Shibli’s archive

PHOTOGRAPHy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 61

three by four, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Jerusalem Show, Jerusalem, 2009
Organized by Al-Ma’mal Foundation from Contemporary Art
Installation by Taysir Batniji
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive

PHOTOGRAPHy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 63

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Secrets exhibition
Al Hoash Gallery, Jerusalem, 2006
Image source: Al Hoash Gallery archive

PHOTOGRAPHy PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION PORTRAIT PAINTINGS 65

portrait paintings

Vladimir Tamari Solo exhibition
American University of Beirut, 1968
Image source: Vladimir Tamari’s archive

kimono, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 200 X 264CM



ART EXHIBITION 67

Heritage Paintings exhibition
The Orthodox Club
Ramallah, 1986
Image source: Nabil Anani’s archive

pipe, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 69

First Spring exhibition
Al Hakawati, Jerusalem, 1985
Organized by the Palestinian Artists League
Image source: Nabil Anani’s archive

forteen men, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 100 X 70CM

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 71

bad paintings, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

From Galilee to Jerusalem exhibition
Al Wasiti, Jerusalem, 1994
Image source: Suleiman Mansour’s archive

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 73

samia, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Samia Halaby MA Show
Michigan State University, Lansing, Michigan 
Image source: Samia Halaby’s archive

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 75

rawan, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Palestinian Group exhibition
Gallery 79, Ramallah, 1980
Organized by Gallery 79
Image source: Nabil Anani’s archive

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 77

mafia, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

New Visions exhibition
Al Hakawati, Jerusalem, 1989
Organized by New Visions group
Image source: Vera Tamari’s archive

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 79

darwish, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Palestinian Group exhibition
Al Wasiti Centre, Jerusalem, 1996
Image source: Suleiman Mansour’s archive

PORTRAIT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION SIlENT PAINTINGS 81

silent paintings

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 270 X 180CM

9th International Istanbul Biennial 
The Palestinian Museum of Natural History and Humankind 
Palestine Before Palestine  
Istanbul, 2005
Installation by Khalil Rabah
Image source: Khalil Rabah’s archive



ART EXHIBITION 83

jerusalem, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

The Jerusalem Show 2009: The Jerusalem Syndrome
Old City, Jerusalem, 2009
Organized by Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art
Image source: almamalfoundation.org

SIlENT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 85

ghost, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Present Tense exhibition 
Gallery Anadiel
Jerusalem, 1996
Installation by Mona Hatoum
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive

SIlENT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 87

postcards, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

A Geography: 50 Villages
Venice, 2009
Palestine c/o Venice  
Collateral Event of the 53rd International Art exhibition
La Biennale di Venezia
Image source: Khalil Rabah’s archive

SIlENT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 89

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Group exhibitions  
Gallery Anadiel
Jerusalem, 1993
Image Source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive

SIlENT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION TEMPERATURE PAINTINGS 91

temperature paintings

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 142 X 200CM

Opening exhibition of the Palestinian Artists League
Nablus, 1975
Image source: Nabil Anani’s archive



ART EXHIBITION 93

red, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CM

Interior Landscape exhibition
Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice, 2009
Installation by Mona Hatoum
Image source: universes-in-universe.org

TEMPERATURE PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION TEXT PAINTINGS 95

beatle, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 202 X 300CM

text paintings

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive



ART EXHIBITION 97

three dots, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 120 X 80CM

TEXT PAINTINGS

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive



ART EXHIBITION 99

12 in arabic, 13 in english, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 120 X 80CM

TEXT PAINTINGS

Among Artists exhibition
Ramallah, 1995
Organized by Ministry of Culture
Image source: Al-Ma’mal’s Foundation archive



ART EXHIBITION 101

untitled, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 30 X 20CMTarjama/Translation Exibition

Queens Museum of Art, USA, 2009
Installation by Sharif Waked
Image source: Sharif Waked’s archive

TEXT PAINTINGS



ART EXHIBITION 103

yellow, 2011
OIl ON CANvAS, 100 X 50CM

Outlooks exhibition
Women’s art in Palestine
Al Hakawati Theatre, Jerusalem, 1986
Image source: Vera Tamari’s archive

TEXT PAINTINGS



Khalil Rabah, Art Exhibition – ‘Ready Made Representations’, 2011
Installation, 50 paintings, Oil on Canvas, Sizes vary

Produced by Sharjah Art Foundation – Sharjah Biennial 10, 2011
This work was produced with the support of Rana Sadik & Samer younis
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