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Sophia Kishkovsky,The Art Newspaper, Number 247, June 2013, Section2, P. 42, Russian art forgers jailed,
:Trade speculates that sentences mask more widespread criminality

A Moscow court has sentenced an artist and his daughter to four and two years in prison respectively, for a

plot to pass off nearly Rb20m ( $635.000 ) of forged paintings and drawings as the works of leading Russian
artists........... According to Kartsev’s lawyer, Nikita Semonov, Katsev was told by Chernov that the works
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sold to him had belonged to a man named Mikhail Nelson, who had inherited them from George Costakis, an
important 20th — century collector of Modern Russian avant-garde art. Kiselev was told that he was being
offered works from the collection of a retired KGB official living in Uzbekistan. Neither Nelson nor the KGB
.officer existed

There has been a proliferation of fakes in the Russian market since the early 2000s, attributed to the flood of
.......... money from the country’s oil boom and the lack of good — quality works available

Semenov says that the plot was elaborate: paintings were created on old canvases and presented without
frames, covered in dust, with old exhibition markings, forged on slips of old paper. There was even a faked

correspondence between Costakis and nelson, also on aged paper........... Many victims of art forgery on the
Russian art market prefer to settle directly with a dealer and avoid publicity about their unfortunate
.purchases

This is not, however, always the case, especially when the stakes are high. Last year, the billionaire
industrialist Viktor Vekselberg won £1.7 m from Christie’s for Odalisque, a nude sold to him by the auction
".house and attributed to Boris Kustodiev. Vekselberg later asserted that the work was a fake
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MalcomGladwell, Blink, The Power of Thinking Without Thinking, 2005
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