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German City Withdraws Art Prize for Walid Raad Over Artist’s

Alleged Support of BDS Movement

October 1, 2019 2:26pm

Walid Raad (https://www.artnews.com/t/walid-raad/)’s 2015 survey at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.
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On Monday, the German city of Aachen said it had withdrawn a prestigious €10,000
(roughly $10,900) prize that was previously given to artist Walid Raad. In a release, the
city’s mayor, Marcel Philipp, said that the cause for the withdrawal was the artist’s alleged
support of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement, which seeks to pressure
the Israeli government into granting equality for Palestinian citizens.

In a statement, Philipp said, “According to research, we have to assume that the
designated prizewinner is a supporter of the BDS movement and has been involved in
various measures for the cultural boycott of Israel.” The release announcing the city’s
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decision to withdraw the prize said that Raad’s answer to a query by Philipp about his
position on BDS was “evasive.”

BDS has been a controversial movement, particularly Germany, where its actions have
been met with hostility from some. In 2017, German parliament passed a resolution
(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/17/world/europe/germany-bds-anti-semitic.html)
that officially labeled BDS “anti-Semitic.” The Palestinian BDS National Committee, in
response, said that it “rejects anti-Semitism” and called the resolution “unconstitutional.”
Earlier this year, the director of the Jewish Museum in Berlin resigned
(https://hyperallergic.com/505426/jewish-museum-resign/) after tweeting an article
that defended BDS.

ARTnews has reached out to Paula Cooper Gallery, Raad’s New York representative, for
request for comment.

Raad has not publicly stated his support for BDS, though in 2014, he signed a prominent
open letter that had been organized by an art-related offshoot of the movement. That year,
the organization Creative Time traveled its exhibition “Living as Form” to the Technion–
Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, and the BDS Art Coalition claimed in that letter that
the institution played a “central role in maintaining the unjust and illegal occupation of
Palestine.” The BDS Art Coalition called on artists in the show to withdraw, and more than
100 artists, critics, and activists signed. One of them was Raad.

The Aachen Art Prize, which also comes with an exhibition at the Ludwig Forum for
International Art museum in the city, is given to one artist every other year. Previous
winners of the award include On Kawara, Pavel Althamer, Michael Asher, Tacita Dean, and
Christian Boltanski. Raad, whose work deals with notions of fact and fiction as they relate
to conflict in the Arab world, was to be its 2018 winner.

More From ARTnews
artists

The Case for Loving Hans Hofmann,

Pioneering Teacher to the Abstract

Expressionists
Hans Hofmann may be best known as a teacher to the Abstract Expressionists.
But his art is worthy of study, too.
BY ANDREW RUSSETH

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/17/world/europe/germany-bds-anti-semitic.html
https://hyperallergic.com/505426/jewish-museum-resign/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/why-is-hans-hofmann-important-abstract-expressionism-1202691320/?obOrigUrl=true


14/02/2021 Walid Raad Won’t Receive German Art Prize After Alleged BDS Support – ARTnews.com

https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/walid-raad-bds-art-prize-withdrawn-13313/ 3/3

Copyright © 2021 Penske Business Media, LLC. All Rights reserved.
Powered by WordPress.com VIP

artists

Rethinking the Town Hall: Nick Cave on

‘Until,’ His Massive MASS MoCA

Installation
This year alone, Chicago has suffered more than 900 incidents of gun violence,
the artist Nick Cave told me in a recent interview. “We read about what’s going on
in these communities, but we choose to be disconnected, to shun ourselves fro…
BY ROBIN SCHER

artists

Letter from London: What Is the Status of

Black Artists in England Today?
Exhibitions in London ask questions about England's legacy of life and death in
the present and the past.
BY RIANNA JADE PARKER

artists

Storm King Becomes a Sensation: Why the

Upstate New York Sculpture Park Is Now a

Destination
The Storm King Art Center in Upstate New York has become a destination for art
lovers. Here's why it's important.
BY TESSA SOLOMON

artists

While in Lockdown, Musician David Byrne

Took Up Drawing to Help Fight Fatigue
While he was in lockdown, David Byrne took up drawing. His latest works are
now being shown by Pace Gallery.
BY TESSA SOLOMON

https://pmc.com/
https://vip.wordpress.com/?utm_source=vip_powered_wpcom&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=VIP%20Footer%20Credit
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/rethinking-the-town-hall-nick-cave-on-until-his-massive-mass-moca-installation-8218/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/london-art-scene-steve-mcqueen-tate-modern-1202690443/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.artnews.com/feature/storm-king-art-center-most-famous-works-1234576216/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/david-byrne-drawings-interview-pace-gallery-1234574137/?obOrigUrl=true

