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Atlas Group (1089-2004). A project
by Walid Raad
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin

The Nationalgalerie im Hamburger Bahnhof - Museum für Gegenwart -
Berlin is to present the first large solo exhibition of The Atlas Group. The
Atlas Group was founded by Walid Raad (b. 1967 in Chbanieh/Lebanon) in
1999 to research and document the contemporary history of Lebanon, in
particular the years of the civil war (1975-1990). The Archive set up by
The Atlas Group focuses on found and produced photographic,
audiovisual, and written documents of everyday life in Lebanon. These
include snapshots from the private albums of the (fictive) Lebanese
historian Dr. Fadl Fakhouri or the videotapes of Souheil Bachar, who
together with five Americans (allegedly) was a hostage in Beirut in 1985
(Hostage: The Bachar Tapes (#17 and #31), 2000). Everyday experience
of the civil war is ever present without being explicitly represented, such
as in the series of engines which are found scattered throughout Beirut
after the detonation of car bombs, or in Walid Raad's own photographs of
the Israeli invasion into Lebanon in 1982 (We Decided To Let Them Say,
"We Are Convinced," Twice, 2002). Walid Raad's works are characterized
by an aura of the documentary while fracturing it at the same time.
Because the authenticity of the written, pictorial, and audiovisual
document is always queried, with The Atlas Group project Walid Raad is
also continually posing the question how history - in particular one
marked by the trauma of a civil war as in Lebanon - can be told and
represented.

With eleven photographic and video works from the last ten years as well
as two newly produced photo series, the exhibition presents a
comprehensive review of The Atlas Group project. A film program
featuring works by Harun Farocki, Lisa Steele, Peter Greenaway, and John
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Smith complements the exhibition.


