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‘Scratching on Things I Could Disavowʼ take on the appearance of the
work s̓ sophisticated subjects; art, exhibition, the museum – just as those
from ‘The Atlas Group (1989–2004)ʼ imitate the harsh realism of
weapons snap shots and the documentary frame of archival material.

Despite the show s̓ dual structure, experiencing the projects one after
another makes clear Raad s̓ subject-spanning preoccupation with
records. Both sets bear his pared-down elegance and meticulous
research-based methodology, plus the obtuse wink of a conceptualist.
There s̓ also a harmonic duality between his content and its form that
tends only to be synthesised in the best contemporary art.

Dualism is central for Raad, as he is quoted on the back cover of the 2014
edition of Forthcoming by Jalal Toufic, the Lebanese writer from whom
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he borrows concepts for
‘Scratching on Things I
Could Disavow :̓ ‘One
should speak solely when
also speaking to oneself.
Only then is there a
duologue.̓  This he
continuously does, but
seeing ‘Postfaceʼ doesnʼt
allow for an understanding
of what it contains, rather it
gives the feeling that an
unresolvable dialogue is
there, behind the work,
undermining any
conclusive thoughts you
may have about what you
can see.

‘Postfaceʼ by Walid Raad is at Sfeir-Semler Gallery, Hamburg, until 17
January 2015.
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