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ARTS _  ART

ART; The FiQe AUW Rf CaU BRmbiQgV
B\ A0EI :ALLACH J8NE 20, 2004

WALID RAAD ZaV 15 LQ 1983 ZKHQ KLV IaPLO\ VKLSSHG KLP RXW RI BHLUXW WR
BRVWRQ, MXVW aKHaG RI WKH PLOLWLaV WKaW ZHUH WaUJHWLQJ WHHQaJH PHQ IRU
HQOLVWPHQW GXULQJ RQH RI WKH PRVW YLROHQW SHULRGV RI WKH LHbaQHVH ZaUV.
NRZ, LQ KLV aUW, KH H[SORUHV WKH LQQHU OLIH RI KRVWaJHV, WKH aIWHUHIIHcWV RI caU
bRPbLQJV aQG WKH GLVcRQQHcW bHWZHHQ RIILcLaO SURPLVHV aQG KRZ VHcXUH
SHRSOH IHHO.

II aOO WKaW VHHPV QHZO\ UHOHYaQW WR XV LQ WKH aJH RI WHUURU, MU. RaaG
ZRXOG QRW GLVaJUHH. ''WK\ ZRXOGQ'W \RX aVN VRPHbRG\ IURP LHbaQRQ abRXW
WKHVH H[SHULHQcHV?'' KH aVNV. ''WH'YH OLYHG WKURXJK VR PaQ\ RI WKHVH HYHQWV,
ZH caQ SUHILJXUH VRPH RI WKH SRVVLbOH VcHQaULRV.''

DRQ'W H[SHcW VWUaLJKW aQVZHUV, KRZHYHU. MU. RaaG, ZKRVH Ga\ MRb LV aV
aVVLVWaQW SURIHVVRU RI aUW aW CRRSHU UQLRQ LQ MaQKaWWaQ, ZLHOGV HYHU\
cRQWHPSRUaU\ PHGLXP aW KaQG -- cRPSXWHU LPaJLQJ, aQLPaWLRQ, VHaUcK
HQJLQH PLQXWLa, SKRWRJUaSK\, ILOP, YLGHR aQG SHUIRUPaQcH -- LQ aQ HIIRUW WR
cRPSUHKHQG WKH GLVRULHQWLQJ, RbOLWHUaWLQJ HIIHcWV RI H[WUHPH SK\VLcaO aQG
SV\cKRORJLcaO YLROHQcH. HLV aUW VHOGRP GHSLcWV YLROHQcH KHaG RQ. HH LV PRUH
LQWHUHVWHG LQ YLVXaOL]LQJ WKH QHZ VWUXcWXUHV aQG QHZ Za\V RI OLYLQJ WKaW
YLROHQW GHVWUXcWLRQ cUHaWHV. WLWK KXPRU aQG HUXGLWLRQ KH SRQGHUV WKH
VWRULHV WKaW SHRSOH WHOO WKHPVHOYHV VR WKaW WKH\ caQ JR RQ IURP WKHUH.

TKH SROLWLcaO aUWLVWV ZKR ZHUH cHOHbUaWHG LQ WKH 1980'V, IURP LHRQ
GROXb WR BaUbaUa KUXJHU, ZHUH HQUaJHG aQG RQ-PHVVaJH. TKHLU VSLULW LV YHU\
PXcK aOLYH LQ ''THUURUYLVLRQ,'' aQ H[KLbLWLRQ RQ YLHZ aW E[LW AUW WKURXJK JXO\
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31, LQ ZKLcK 59 LQWeUQaWLRQaO aUWLVWV cRQfURQW WKe SROLWLcV aQd e[SeULeQce Rf
WeUURU, ZLWK LPageV WKaW UaQge fURP SKRWRgUaSKV Rf bORRd-VSOaWWeUed VWUeeWV
WR decOaVVLfLed fLOP Rf QXcOeaU ZeaSRQV WeVWV LQ WKe NeYada deVeUW.

BXW MU. Raad beORQgV WR a geQeUaWLRQ Rf aUWLVWV ZKR dRQ'W ZaQW XV WR Vee
WKeP fXOPLQaWe aV WKe\ cRQfURQW WKe bLg cRQWePSRUaU\ TXeVWLRQV. SRPe Rf
WKeVe aUWLVWV, LQcOXdLQg MU. Raad, aUe LQ aQRWKeU SROLWLcaOO\ eQgaged
e[KLbLWLRQ, ''TKe IQWeUYeQWLRQLVWV: AUW LQ WKe SRcLaO SSKeUe,'' RQ YLeZ aW WKe
MXVeXP Rf CRQWePSRUaU\ AUW LQ NRUWK AdaPV, MaVV., WKURXgK Qe[W VSULQg.
SXcK aUWLVWV WeQd WR gR ZKeUe SeRSOe aUe -- WR XQLYeUVLWLeV, WKeaWeUV, VWRUeV
aQd WKe VWUeeWV -- LQ aQ effRUW WR LQWeUYeQe LQ WKe SURceVVeV b\ ZKLcK LdeaV
abRXW KRW-bXWWRQ LVVXeV OLNe gORbaOLVP, Uace aQd ZaU becRPe acceSWed facW.

MU. Raad'V aWWLWXde WRZaUd aQ\ facW LV WKaW LW LV VXVSecW aQd LQadeTXaWe.
NeZVSaSeUV, Ke Va\V, aUe dLVWUacWLQg LQ fRUP aQd cRQWeQW. WLWK adV
VSULQNOed WKURXgK cROXPQV Rf SULQW, WKe\ aUe WRR fUagPeQWed WR WUaQVPLW WKe
cRPSOe[LW\ Rf YLROeQce -- SaUWLcXOaUO\ WKaW Rf WKe LebaQeVe ZaUV, ZKLcK
YLUWXaOO\ deVWUR\ed BeLUXW aQd LQYROYed IVUaeO, S\ULa, CKULVWLaQ aQd MXVOLP
PLOLWLaV aQd WKe UQLWed SWaWeV aQd WKe SRYLeW UQLRQ.

HLVWRULaQV, Ke cRQWeQdV, WeQd WR Vee eYeQWV WKURXgK WKe fLOWeU Rf WKeLU
RZQ KLVWRULeV aQd PePRULeV. He addV WKaW, PRUe cRQfRXQdLQg VWLOO, ''TRda\
eYeU\WKLQg LV daWa baVed, eYeU\WKLQg LV VeaUcKed, VR WKe aUWLVW'V MRb LV WR
becRPe aQ edLWRU, WR eVWabOLVK UeOaWLRQVKLSV WR aOO WKLV daWa WKaW SeUPLWV
RWKeUV WR eQWeU LQ.''

MU. Raad aSSURacKeV caUQage fURP aQ RbOLTXe aQgOe. He PL[eV fLcWLRQ
ZLWK facW aQd aUUaQgeV LW LQ ZKaW aUe PeaQW WR UeVePbOe aUcKLYeV. FRU
e[aPSOe, Ke KaV cUeaWed VRPeWKLQg Ke caOOV a fRXQdaWLRQ, WKe AWOaV GURXS,
ZKRVe aUWLVWLc SURMecWV caQ be VeeQ RQ WKe Web aW ZZZ.WKeaWOaVgURXS.RUg.

UQWLO WKLV \eaU, WKe AWOaV GURXS cRQVLVWed Rf MU. Raad. ''IW LV a
fRXQdaWLRQ LQ WKaW LW LPagLQeV WKe VWUXcWXUe Rf a fRXQdaWLRQ,'' Ke e[SOaLQed,
ZLWK OaXgKWeU aQd LQWeQVLW\, RQe UeceQW PRUQLQg LQ KLV CRRSeU UQLRQ RffLce.
''SR WKe Ldea LV, OeW'V caOO LW a fRXQdaWLRQ aQd Lf Ze LPagLQe LW eQRXgK aQd
ZRUN RQ LW Pa\be LW ZLOO becRPe aQ acWXaO WKLQN WaQN ZLWK cROOabRUaWRUV aQd
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a building.''

This year, the growing scope and fame of his car-bomb project, ''My
Neck Is Thinner Than a Hair: A History of Car Bombs in the Lebanese
Wars, Volume 1 (21 January 1986),'' has attracted two collaborators in
Lebanon -- Tony Chakar, an architect, and Bilal Khbeiz, a journalist and
commentator for The Annahar, a daily newspaper -- as well as three of Mr.
Raad's Cooper Union students.

The seeds of the car-bombing project are on view at Mass MoCA, as
part of Mr. Raad's ''Fadl Fakhouri File.'' The apocryphal Dr. Fakhouri,
according to Mr. Raad's written description, was ''the foremost historian of
the Lebanese wars,'' whose 226 notebooks and 26 short films were
bequeathed upon his death in 1993 to the Atlas Group archives ''for
analysis, preservation and exhibition.''

''Already Been in a Lake of Fire, Notebook No. 38,'' purports to be one
of the only two surviving notebooks, handwritten ''in Arabic and/or
English, and/or French, and/or German, and/or Latin.'' In it, Dr. Fakhouri
had cut out and pasted photographs of 145 cars that corresponded in make,
model and color to every car linked to a bomb during the Lebanese wars.
(The number of bombing incidents keeps growing in the Lebanese press,
and in Mr. Raad's titles -- he is currently up to 3,641.) Mr. Raad creates
fictional characters who speak with great authority to persuade their
audience that what they report is true.

In Notebook No. 38, each car cutout is pasted to a sheet torn from a
spiral stenographic notebook. The cars lean and list at every possible angle
and are surrounded with Arabic writing that arcs and swerves like lines in a
particularly handsome drawing. Mr. Raad has never shied from the
pleasures of aesthetic display, which contributes to his work's emotional
impact.

When the Atlas Group surfaced at the New York Armory Show last
winter, it created something of a stir at the Galerie Sfeir-Semler's booth,
where Mr. Raad was showing new works from ''My Neck Is Thinner Than a
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HaLU.'' TKHVH cRQVLVWHd RI RQ-WKH-VSRW SKRWRJUaSKV RI WKH HQJLQHV, ZKLcK
aUH aOO WKaW VXUYLYH LQ a caU bRPbLQJ, WRJHWKHU ZLWK WH[W dHVcULbLQJ WKHP.

''EYHQ WKRXJK ZH NQHZ ZLWK SUHcLVLRQ ZKHQ WKH bRPbLQJV KaSSHQHd,
ZH NQHZ WKH QXPbHU RI SHRSOH ZKR ZHUH NLOOHd aQd WKH KRVSLWaOV WKH\ ZHUH
WaNHQ WR, WKHUH ZRXOd aOZa\V bH a cRPSOHWH SaUaJUaSK LQ WKH LHbaQHVH QHZV
UHSRUWV abRXW WKH PaNH, PRdHO aQd cRORU RI WKH caU, LQcOXdLQJ HQJLQH
QXPbHU aQd a[OH QXPbHU,'' MU. Raad H[SOaLQHd. ''IQ a Za\ LW ZaV a IRUP RI
IHWLVK. YRX dRQ'W ZaQW WR aVN ZKR dLd LW aQd ZK\ aQd WKH cRQVHTXHQcHV; \RX
ZaQW WR NQRZ abRXW WKH caU. IQ 99 SHUcHQW RI WKH caVHV WKH caU ZaV VWROHQ
aQd WKH LQIRUPaWLRQ ZaV XVHOHVV, aQd SHRSOH NQHZ WKLV. BXW WKH\ VWLOO
LQVLVWHd.''

AOVR aW WKH AUPRU\ SKRZ ZaV a OaUJH, bHaXWLIXO SKRWRJUaSK RI a ZKLWH
FLaW, LWV HQJLQH IO\LQJ KLJK abRYH LW LQ a ILHOd RI bOXH, aV LQ aQ adYHUWLVHPHQW
IRU WKH MR\V RI caU bRPbLQJ. ''COHaUO\ LI WKH HQJLQH LV IO\LQJ WKH caU PXVW bH
dHVWUR\Hd,'' MU. Raad SRLQWHd RXW. TKH RQO\ WLPH caU aQd IO\LQJ HQJLQH caQ
acWXaOO\ H[LVW WRJHWKHU LV LQ WKH dLVORcaWHd WLPH WKaW, KH KaV RbVHUYHd,
YLcWLPV RI caU bRPbLQJV cRQVWUXcW IRU WKHPVHOYHV, LQ ZKLcK WKHUH LV QR SaVW,
aQd WKHUH caQ bH QR cHUWaLQ IXWXUH bXW RQO\ WKH SUHVHQW H[SHULHQcH RI
WUaXPa aQd LWV LQHVcaSabOH aIWHUPaWK.

TKaW VHQVH RI a cRQWLQXRXVO\ daQJHURXV SUHVHQW, ZKLcK dHVWUR\V WKH
IabULc RI a cLW\ IRU \HaUV aIWHU WKH HYHQW, LV WKH VXbMHcW RI WKH AWOaV GURXS'V
cXUUHQW SURMHcW, aQRWKHU cKaSWHU LQ ''M\ NHcN IV TKLQQHU TKaQ a HaLU.''

''YRX PLJKW Va\: WKHVH caU bRPbLQJV KaSSHQ aW UXVK KRXU, VR I'P QR
ORQJHU JRLQJ WR cURVV BHLUXW, RU WKH QXHHQVbRUR BULdJH, WKHQ,'' MU. Raad
VaLd. ''II HYHU\bRd\ dHcLdHV WR QR ORQJHU ZRUN 9 WR 5 aQd VWaUWV ZRUNLQJ 5 WR
10, WKaW'V JRLQJ WR bH a dLIIHUHQW cLW\. WKaW \RX HQd XS ZLWK LV a V\VWHP RI
UXUaO NLQVKLS WKaW LQYadHV WKH XUbaQ. AOO RI a VXddHQ \RX VWaUW OLYLQJ LQ a
YLOOaJH.''

IQ BHLUXW dXULQJ WKH ZaUV, KH VaLd, SHRSOH LQ a bXLOdLQJ, RU ZLWKLQ WKH
SHULPHWHU ZKHUH WKH JOaVV ZRXOd IaOO LQ a bRPbLQJ, PadH VXUH WKH\ NQHZ
WKHLU QHLJKbRUV, aV ZHOO aV WKH PaNHV aQd PRdHOV RI WKHLU QHLJKbRUV' caUV.
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The\ ceaVed WR WUXVW WheiU gRYeUQPeQW, OeW aORQe aQ\ bUidge WhaW cURVVed
iQWR aQRWheU QeighbRUhRRd. TR iOOXPiQaWe Whe SURceVV, MU. Raad haV
cUeaWed aQ aQiPaWed ShRWRgUaShic SaQRUaPa iQ Zhich caUV aSSeaU fURP
QRZheUe aQd diVaSSeaU iQ aQ iQe[SOicabOe diVcRQQecW, ZheUe deVWUR\ed aQd
UebXiOW bXiOdiQgV OiYe Vide b\ Vide iQ iPSRVVibOe WiPe.

He haV SUeVeQWed WhiV SURjecW iQ a SeUfRUPaQce PaVTXeUadiQg aV a
OecWXUe iQ NeZ YRUk, aW Whe MXVeXP Rf MRdeUQ AUW RXWSRVW aW Whe GUaPeUc\
TheaWeU, aQd iQ BeiUXW, LRQdRQ aQd PaUiV. IQ BeiUXW, he cRQWiQXeV
ShRWRgUaShiQg eYeU\ bXiOdiQg aQd eYeU\ QeighbRUhRRd, iQ RQe Rf WhRVe
SURdigiRXV, RbVeVViYe eQWeUSUiVeV WhaW VXUface VSRUadicaOO\ iQ aUW hiVWRU\,
Oike AXgXVW SaQdeU'V dRcXPeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe GeUPaQ SeRSOe RU AWgeW'V
cRPPePRUaWiRQ Rf PaUiV. The diffeUeQce iV iQ Whe VWRUieV MU. Raad WeOOV
abRXW ZhaW hiV caPeUa UecRUdV.

IQ RQe Rf hiV Vi[-PiQXWe aQiPaWiRQV, a ha]\ Vk\ UeVROYeV iWVeOf iQWR
cOXVWeUV Rf ''VWaUV'' WhaW becRPe ideQWifiabOe aV fUagPeQWV Rf a caU. ''WhaW I
Oike abRXW WhiV Siece iV WhaW iW iV OiWeUaOO\ cUeaWiQg a cRVPRORg\,'' he Vaid. ''IW'V
QRW Oike SeRSOe ZeUe idiRWV ZheQ Whe\ ORRked aW Whe VWaUV aQd WROd VWRUieV
abRXW WheP 2,000 \eaUV agR. NRZ WheUe aUe RWheU VWRUieV. NRZ iV Whe feWiVh
PRPeQW Rf Whe caU eQgiQe.''
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