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Masterpieces of Iraqi Modernism soar at Bonhams

Kadhim Hayder (Iraq, 1932-1985). How He Wandered with the Heart of a Martyr. Sold for £598,750. (Estimate: £100,000 - 150,000). Photo: B
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ALSO ON ARTDAILY
KODE Bergen Art Museum presents on view, an Arvid Pettersen
retrospective

LONDON.- Important works from the collections of the Iraqi architects, Mohammed Makiya (1914-2015) and Said Ali
Madhloom (1921-2017) achieved superb results at Bonhams’ Modern & Contemporary Middle Eastern Art sale yesterday
(2 June), with the collection of Said Ali Madhloom (lots 14-30) 100% sold. Significant works by ‘The Pioneers’ of Iraqi
Modernism, including Jewad Selim (1919-1961), Dia Azzawi (1939-), Kadhim Hayder (1932-1985), Faeq Hassan (1914-
1992) and Shakir Hassan Al-Said (1925-2004), all far-exceeded pre-sale estimates. The top lot was How He Wandered
with the Heart of a Martyr by Kadhim Hayder (Iraq, 1932-1985), from the collection of Said Ali Madhloom (1921-2017),
which sold for £598,750 against an estimate of £100,000 - 150,000 – a new world record for a work by the artist.

Works by Jewad Selim also achieved particularly impressive results with Mother and Child, setting a new world record for
a sculpture by the artist, having sold for £444,000 (estimate: £60,000 - 100,000) and Motherhood, selling for £125,250
(estimate: £40,000 - 60,000).

The 99-lot sale made a total of £3,048,414 with 75% sold by lot and 83% sold by value.

Nima Sagharchi, Bonhams Director of Islamic, Middle Eastern and South Asian Art, commented: “The renowned
architects, Mohammed Makiya and Said Ali Madhloom were central figures in Iraqi Modernism, both of whom amassed
incredible collections. The works offered in this sale were quite simply exceptional. The sale was a testament not only to
the creative endeavours of the artists Jewad Selim, Dia Azzawi, Kadhim Hayder, and Shakir Hassan Al-Said, but the
foresight, passion, and care of two visionary collectors who ensured the survival of these pioneering works. If the spirit of
Modern Iraqi art could be captured in a single group of works, then this was it. I’m not surprised they achieved such
fantastic results.”

One of the highlights of the sale was the sculpture Mother and Child by Jewad Selim. The work – which sold for
£444,000 against an estimate of £60,000 - 100,000, setting a new world record for a sculpture by the artist – was
executed upon Selim’s return to Iraq after the artist’s time studying at the Slade – where he was a pupil of both Henry
Moore, and Reg Butler. Selim's sculptural composition in Mother and Child is unlike anything produced in Iraq at the time.
The work was part of Selim's own personal collection and was a favourite toy of the artist’s daughter, Miriam. Upon their
sudden departure from Baghdad in 1971, Miriam and Selim's wife Lorna were unable to transport the fragile work to
London, and decided to give it to Said Ali Madhloom, who continued to care for it, even after he himself later resettled in
the United Kingdom.

Miriam Selim, the artist’s daughter, commented: “I used to play with the Mother and Child and wanted to bring it with me
to England, but my mother couldn't, so she left it with Said Ali Madhloom. I am delighted that one of my childhood loves is
safe.”

Other highlights of the collections included:

• How He Wandered with the Heart of a Martyr by Kadhim Hayder (Iraq, 1932-1985). Sold for £598,750 (Estimate:
£100,000 - 150,000). From the collection of the renowned Iraqi architect Said Ali Madhloom (1921-2017).

• Motherhood by Jewad Selim (Iraq, 1919-1961). Sold for £125,250. (Estimate: £40,000 - 60,000). Formerly in the
collection of Said Ali Madhloom.

• Woman Waiting by Jewad Selim. Sold for £125,250 (Estimate: £100,000 - 150,000). The work, which was painted in
1943, was gifted by Selim to his close friend Said Ali Madhloom.

• El-Allabat (The Curd Sellers) by Faeq Hassan (Iraq, 1914-1992). Sold for £106,500 – a new world record for the artist.
(Estimate: £25,000-50,000). From the collection of the renowned Iraqi architect Mohammed Saleh Makiya (1914-2015).

• Hob al-Watan min al Iman (With Love of Motherland and Faith), by Shakir Hassan Al Said (Iraq, 1925-2004). Sold for
175,250 – a world record for an abstract painting by the artist. (Estimate: £60,000 - 100,000). Property from the collection
of the renowned Iraqi architect Mohammed Saleh Makiya (1914-2015)..

• Oh Ali! by Dia Azzawi (Iraq, born 1939). Sold for £119,000 (Estimate: £40,000 - 60,000). Formerly property from the
collection of the renowned Iraqi architect Said Ali Madhloom (1921-2017).

Emerging during Iraqi’s postcolonial period, Iraqi Modernism was deeply rooted in the country’s rich artistic past: the
treasures of the Sumerian, Babylonian and Assyrian cultures of Mesopotamia, and the great works of medieval Islamic
craft. It was also greatly inspired by the European avant-garde. Bringing together elements of local heritage and currents
of international artistic modernity, Iraqi modernism strove to create a distinctive new secular style, both modern and
revolutionary.
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The 1940s and 1950s were decades of increased art consciousness in Iraq. Conversations between artists, architects,
poets, and other intellectuals, led to more organized groups and movements – Said Ali Madhloom (1921-2017), along
with his bother Medhat, and Mohammed Makiya (1914-2015) were part of these conversations. Both studied architecture
in Liverpool and, after their return to Iraq in the 1940s, they became prolific members of the Baghdad art scene.
Madhloom joined Iraq’s first art group, the Friends of Art Society, where he engaged with many of Iraq’s main modernists,
such as Jewad Selim and Hafidh al-Droubi. Makiya, who participated in the initial meetings in 1955, became the first
elected President for the Iraqi Plastic Arts Association in 1956.

In the 1960s, Makiya, with Said Ali Madhloom and Henry Zvobodal, founded the al-Wasiti gallery. As the first commercial
gallery, the space played a pivotal role in introducing artists, facilitating public exhibitions and widening participation in the
art market. The gallery organized important and first solo exhibitions for artists such as Kadhim Hayder and Dia Azzawi.
After leaving Iraq in 1971, Makiya would continue his engagement with Iraq’s artists through establishing the Kufa Gallery
in London.

gogoldentree.it | Sponsored

WW IQ Test | Sponsored

Chooslee.com | Sponsored

Il medico consiglia: “Grasso sull’addome? Fai questo ogni giorno.” (Non è una dieta)
Il medico ha svelato qual è l’organo che ostacola il consumo dei grassi e delle calorie.

Il QI Medio in Italia è di 97. Fai questo test del QI e verifica se il tuo QI è più alto.

Le 10 auto più veloci del mondo

WW IQ Test | Sponsored

gogoldentree.it | Sponsored

Verifica la tua intelligenza. Rispondi a 22 domande e scopri qual è il tuo QI.
Il QI Medio in Italia è di 97. Fai questo test del QI e verifica se il tuo QI è più alto.

Troppo grasso sul girovita? Fai questo prima di dormire (guarda!)
Routine serale di 30 secondi che stimola anche il metabolismo più lento (per dimagrire durante il sonno)

The Noodle Box | Sponsored

Companeo | Sponsored

Once A Huge Star, It's Hard To Look At Her At 61

Confronta subito e risparmia sulla gestione flotta!
Rivoluziona il tuo business: scopri come tracciare i veicoli può risparmiarti tempo e denaro.

Lezioni di lingua online: flessibilità e comodità

https://www.facebook.com/pages/ArtDaily-The-First-Art-Newspaper-on-the-Net/133781940016587
https://app.gogoldentree.it/abt/lc-p13-t
https://it.wwiqtest.com/
http://stories.chooslee.com/
https://it.wwiqtest.com/
https://app.gogoldentree.it/abt/ntb-p3-tb
https://thenoodlebox.net/trending/celebrities-who-are-only-getting-better-looking-with-age-beauty-churn-demi-moore/
https://www.companeo.it/localizzazione-satellitare-veicoli/devis-express
https://go.babbel.com/v1/tl


6/18/24, 3:33 PM Masterpieces of Iraqi Modernism soar at Bonhams

https://artdaily.com/news/136283/Masterpieces-of-Iraqi-Modernism-soar-at-Bonhams#.YMIInPlKhPY?utm_source=mutualart&utm_medium=referral 4/5

Today's News
June 4, 2021

Gallery commemorating Tulsa Massacre seeks police inquiry of vandalism

Curated NFT sale by Lady PheOnix totals $1 million

Masterpieces of Iraqi Modernism soar at Bonhams

Whitechapel Gallery opens a major retrospective of the work of Eileen Agar

Art blooms alongside nature in Riverside Park

Flowers Gallery opens an exhibition of new works by Tai Shan Schierenberg

Farleys House & Gallery announces major exhibition and publication of Lee
Miller's work

Christie's announces a sale dedicated to women artists

Simon Lee Gallery announces representation of Sonia Boyce

Jerome Hellman, producer of 'Midnight Cowboy,' dies at 92

KODE Bergen Art Museum presents on view, an Arvid Pettersen retrospective

81 Leonard Gallery opens John Weiner's first solo exhibition in New York

Simon de Pury announces new artist studio exhibition: Microcosm by Henry
Hudson

Exceptional Victoria Cross to be sold at Dix Noonan Webb

Miller & Miller announces highlights included in its Advertising & Breweriana
Auction

MOCA Toronto appoints Charity Chan Head of Public Programmes and
Learning

Major Richard Bell survey exhibition opens at MCA Australia

Lehmann Maupin opens its first exhibition with New York-based painter
Arcmanoro Niles

Cathy Wilkes presents a selection of her most recent work at Xavier Hufkens

Six rare works by Albert York to be offered at Freeman's

New York's concert scene gets a lavish new addition: Brooklyn Made

The toasts are mimed, but the Kennedy Center Honors return

Some venue owners get a federal lifeline. Others are told they're dead.

Tom Irvine appointed as Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki Deputy Director

Where to Read Manga

3 best colleges in the world

How Find Unique and Unusual Diamond Ring Ideas

CCP Foundation partners with Parx for Diversity and Inclusion

The Basics of Credit Reporting

Why Wall Art Prints Is Essential in Creating A Timeless Home Décor

Museums, Exhibits, Artists, Milestones, Digital Art, Architecture, Photography,
Photographers, Special Photos, Special Reports, Featured Stories, Auctions, Art Fairs,

Anecdotes, Art Quiz, Education, Mythology, 3D Images, Last Week, .

Babbel | Sponsored

Scopri i vantaggi delle lezioni di inglese online con insegnanti madrelingua: flessibilità, interazione, apprendimento efficace ovunque

Techno Mag | Sponsored

Companeo | Sponsored

Incredible, the TV box everyone is talking about

Confronta fino a 4 preventivi per la geolocalizzazione di veicoli
Risparmia fino al 45% confrontando i fornitori del settore!

https://artdaily.com/news/136303/Gallery-commemorating-Tulsa-Massacre-seeks-police-inquiry-of-vandalism
https://artdaily.com/news/136305/Curated-NFT-sale-by-Lady-PheOnix-totals--1-million
https://artdaily.com/news/136283/Masterpieces-of-Iraqi-Modernism-soar-at-Bonhams
https://artdaily.com/news/136299/Whitechapel-Gallery-opens-a-major-retrospective-of-the-work-of-Eileen-Agar-
https://artdaily.com/news/136304/Art-blooms-alongside-nature-in-Riverside-Park
https://artdaily.com/news/136281/Flowers-Gallery-opens-an-exhibition-of-new-works-by-Tai-Shan-Schierenberg
https://artdaily.com/news/136300/Farleys-House---Gallery-announces-major-exhibition-and-publication-of-Lee-Miller-s-work
https://artdaily.com/news/136291/Christie-s-announces-a-sale-dedicated-to-women-artists
https://artdaily.com/news/136290/Simon-Lee-Gallery-announces-representation-of-Sonia-Boyce
https://artdaily.com/news/136289/Jerome-Hellman--producer-of--Midnight-Cowboy---dies-at-92
https://artdaily.com/news/136282/KODE-Bergen-Art-Museum-presents-on-view--an-Arvid-Pettersen-retrospective
https://artdaily.com/news/136292/81-Leonard-Gallery-opens-John-Weiner-s-first-solo-exhibition-in-New-York
https://artdaily.com/news/136293/Simon-de-Pury-announces-new-artist-studio-exhibition--Microcosm-by-Henry-Hudson
https://artdaily.com/news/136294/Exceptional-Victoria-Cross-to-be-sold-at-Dix-Noonan-Webb
https://artdaily.com/news/136295/Miller---Miller-announces-highlights-included-in-its-Advertising---Breweriana-Auction
https://artdaily.com/news/136296/MOCA-Toronto-appoints-Charity-Chan-Head-of-Public-Programmes-and-Learning
https://artdaily.com/news/136298/Major-Richard-Bell-survey-exhibition-opens-at-MCA-Australia
https://artdaily.com/news/136302/Lehmann-Maupin-opens-its-first-exhibition-with-New-York-based-painter-Arcmanoro-Niles
https://artdaily.com/news/136284/Cathy-Wilkes-presents-a-selection-of-her-most-recent-work-at-Xavier-Hufkens
https://artdaily.com/news/136285/Six-rare-works-by-Albert-York-to-be-offered-at-Freeman-s
https://artdaily.com/news/136286/New-York-s-concert-scene-gets-a-lavish-new-addition--Brooklyn-Made
https://artdaily.com/news/136287/The-toasts-are-mimed--but-the-Kennedy-Center-Honors-return
https://artdaily.com/news/136288/Some-venue-owners-get-a-federal-lifeline--Others-are-told-they-re-dead-
https://artdaily.com/news/136306/Tom-Irvine-appointed-as-Auckland-Art-Gallery-Toi-o-T--257-maki-Deputy-Director
https://artdaily.com/news/136495/Where-to-Read-Manga-
https://artdaily.com/news/136496/3-best-colleges-in-the-world
https://artdaily.com/news/136497/How-Find-Unique-and-Unusual-Diamond-Ring-Ideas
https://artdaily.com/news/136499/CCP-Foundation-partners-with-Parx-for-Diversity-and-Inclusion
https://artdaily.com/news/136514/The-Basics-of-Credit-Reporting-
https://artdaily.com/news/136515/Why-Wall-Art-Prints-Is-Essential-in-Creating-A-Timeless-Home-D-cor
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=100
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=101
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=102
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=103
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=104
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=106
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=107
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=108
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=109
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=123
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=111
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=112
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=113
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=114
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=121
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=115
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=116
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=118
https://artdaily.com/index.asp?int_sec=2&int_modo=2
https://artdaily.com/rss.asp
https://go.babbel.com/v1/tl
https://prough-veridated.icu/a8461624-9e47-40c3-85df-1bb629568359
https://www.companeo.it/localizzazione-satellitare-veicoli/devis-express

