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A repertoire of images has shaped understandings of Arab

societies. Among these, Western illustrations of the Orient—a
colonial term now deemed pejorative used to describe

VIEw caTALOGUE  peoples, places and customs of the ‘Far east'—laid the

groundwork for romanticised, mono-centric perceptions of
countries in the Levant, North Africa, Arabian Gulf and Irag. Depictions of
idealised landscapes, opulence and violence became insignia that captured the
agendas of Western observers more than the cultures themselves.

Examining art production between the 1950s and 1970s, which for many Arab
countries marked a pivotal period of transition from French and British STRIKE
imperialism, provides a glimpse into the subjective framework within which OPPOSE
artists were operating. The residue of colonial rule engendered a wave of Arab
nationalism in the 1950s and ‘60s with the rise of Pan-Arab movements such as
Nasserism, steered by the populist rhetoric of Egyptian President Gamal Abdel
Nasser and secular nationalist Baath parties in Iraq and Syria. The shift toward
independence also gave way to forms of political domination and division.

11 MARCH - 28 SEPT,, 2011

Art making often connects subjective experiences with the prevailing socio-
political and cultural circumstances, and modernism in the Arab world
epitomised a dynamic exchange of ideas. Modern-era artists with roots in Arab
countries fused traditional approaches, re-appropriated ancient symbolism, and
employed Western avant-garde styles such as Cubism, Fauvism, Surrealism and
Dadaism to comment on daily life, politics and existential concerns. They were
actively involved in the global dialogue and interpretation of modernism.

This exhibition starts with the prefix Re:—a symbol signifying a reply’ to an
original message, and representing the ongoing, open-ended dialogue about
past and present notions of otherness and the contrived categories that trap
artists in narrow interpretations of identity and politics. Re: Orient is a
conversation, persisting to this day, about the development of art in the 30-year
period. As research of modern art in the Arab world evolves, the inherent
nuances and guiding paradigms for modernity are continuously reviewed,
replenished and reoriented.
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Artwork from RE: Orient

THOSE WHO WATCH O... MARYAM WE MADE EVERY LIV...
Ismail Khayat Walid Al Shami Issam Al Said
IRAQ SYRIA IRAQ

RADIANCE OF JOY GROUP OF FIGURES.... MOTHER AND CHILD
Nouri Al Rawi Samir Rafi Seif Wanly
IRAQ EGYPT EGYPT

NOCTURNE RUSSIAN BALLET GROUP WITH FLOWERS
Seif Wanly Seif Wanly Paul Guiragossian
EGYPT EGYPT ARMENIA, LEBANON,
PALESTINE

MADONNA AND CHILD UNTITLED ABSTRACTION VERT ...
Paul Guiragossian Naim Ismail Mohammed Khadda
ARMENIA, LEBANON, SYRIA ALGERIA

PALESTINE

ABSTRACTION VERT WOMAN SEWING MARTYR'S EPIC
Mohammed Khadda Louay Kayyali Kadhim Hayder
ALGERIA SYRIA IRAQ

-
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IL NOUS A DIT COM...
Kadhim Hayder
IRAQ

Search Q

Visit our exhibition
at Sharjah Art Museum
Sat-Thurs 8:00 am-8:00 pm
Fri 4:00 pm-8:00 pm
Times subject to change
during public holidays and
Ramadan
Google Maps
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UNTITLED (SEATED... UNTITLED
Ismail Fattah Ahmed Nesha'at Al Zuaby
IRAQ . SYRIA

= 13
Bl<lo

3/3


https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/collection/kadhim-haidar-il-nous-a-dit-comment-cela-sest-passe/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/iraq/kadhim-hayder/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/iraq/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/collection/ismail-fattah-untitled/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/iraq/ismail-fattah/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/iraq/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/collection/nashaat-al-zuaby-untitled/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/syria/ahmed-neshaat-al-zuaby/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/artist/syria/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/exhibitions/re-orient/page/2/
https://www.barjeelartfoundation.org/exhibitions/re-orient/page/2/
https://www.google.ae/maps/dir/''/sharjah+art+museum+location/@25.3613584,55.3170024,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x3e5f5a3b089ab213:0x259a69d8104cd1f2!2m2!1d55.3870427!2d25.361375
https://twitter.com/barjeelart
https://instagram.com/barjeelart/
https://www.youtube.com/barjeelartfoundation
https://vimeo.com/barjeelartfoundation
https://www.facebook.com/BarjeelArtFoundation/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/barjeel-art-foundation?hl=en

