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6 Inspiring Middle Eastern Artists
By Madelaine D’Angelo

Though the Middle East has experienced
sociopolitcal unrest in recent years, the
persistence of original and moving art is a feat
not to be dismissed. Here are 6 artists
who remind us of the vitality of peace, and the
vibrant, eternal culture of the Middle Eastern
people:
 

1. Tammam Azzam

Following the violent uprisings in his native Syria,

artist Tammam Azzam created a rendition of one of

the most iconic works of art, Gustav Klimt’s ‘The

Kiss,’ Azzam to protest the country’s suffering.

Making worldwide headlines, he superimposed an

image of love over the war-torn walls of Damascus.
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Exposing the current state of his homeland to the

world, Azzam communicates the dire need for the

restoration of love and peace in his homeland.

 

 

“I want to discuss how the whole world could be

interested in art and on the other hand two

hundred people are killed every day in Syria. Goya

created a work to immortalize [the] killing of

hundreds of innocent Spanish citizens on May 3,

1808. How many May 3rds do we have in Syria

today?” 

 

 

Trump Reportedly Asked Intel
Chiefs To Publicly Deny Russia
Ties

All The Photos Worth Seeing
From Pippa Middleton’s
Wedding

Trump Denies Mentioning The
Word ‘Israel’ To Russians At
Oval Office Meeting

Lady Gaga's Longtime Friend Sonja Dies
After Cancer Battle

SUBSCRIBE TO & FOLLOW
CULTURE SHIFT
Level up. Read THIS and be the most
interesting person at your dinner party.
Learn more

 Newsletter
address@email.com

Subscribe Now

T M ZT M Z

http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLk5swDP4tOeRoYvnt3pLtdqYzPbV3GGNMwiyvguk2_74Cku12NjtpC5aFZfFZ1mfroa780-OP0MaUpSCslIyDlQx4amXwTKmcCVEEDSY31CvJHDWupKp0qWeWWQkWbOll6ZgIgVrOVKkD9xRo6mQetDd56cpcixKE5844rlnBlQUvU7q8BC7tFGP_Ybd7fn5OTlNZVu0xdm3fjTHxXbNrXBFqV7WBFK49hrrbKVK1Y18N6EiaqijqQIIbYxiyPDNMGm1VcopNjWvMz36Ila_D1-C7jy66rXwEFKOFYpxpYRRnYLgUHK1zKFu-37JP2G4HhBOYtuGMuuhaVxckDlPTY0wx1MSfqlCOZJjGsXLZNGbSMq5y74LIKRfKoCoBZQ7jdd7nMTUalVZGopq_AF56dRFJ59E9kv7OZW1jFcPnAndNNKXccGOlFtoYhXlkmXdN76pju3gYjI0zC4ZZKzm1-CLAVdgsVs1b8U9Zkq3A2S3YLTv8Bs5uw-7rY_ctxIjpH7dMzmvM_TQGUg7h-xRafybe9T06LDOw9MhGWD62-uEdiDe_k1g1YSRV0w9hHEOxeLGllzShd-DOHdI-DW0YSD90-WIT6_zyL9-vWlA5jw5wGQFdZg-ry3_G7Oeb_EfE7G7AoXU5Xho3xY6cu3_LXeN-4kU8j6SrXy_K7y76btLbdQ9jHIJrXkHCXUi33uwrb1XXkrLuujc0cEmvTHBKr2ToNftMvljMyg__bblF0XrYsaXAWfrlsKnzdrPJQzVMcUNgw3mCpxy1TIS1djYBUL057FOeY0nMC5NbbwFYwKLpHVjHqBW-UGUKViTAVMJEImla9QQoAVAENGotLxUNn7tVeqmv6P4L
http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLk5swDP4tOeRoYvnt3pLtdqYzPbV3GGNEwiyvgmmaf18D2e12Njtpa2wLy-LzZwnpoa780-MPbEPKUhBWSsbBSgY8tRI9UypnQhSoweSGeiWZo8aVVJUu9cwyK8GCLb0sHROI1HKmSo3cU6BpwbQSKBzlOi-E0ZSjdqUDg1ILijKly0Pg2k8h9B92u_P5nJymsqzaY-javhtD4rtm17gCa1e1SArXHrHudopU7dhXQzQkTVUUNRJ0Y8AhyzPDpNFWJafQ1PGMue2HUPkav6LvPrrgtvIR4iCcCaopWKWNjo0yZqJ65rLl-y37FPttRnEj-m24RNlXfe-uHKIFOWNRzKz6Uxe6MZvGTFpGuVUSRU6t8EXupFAF1zOL126f19TMaq2MjGJ-A3iZ1XVIOq_uxejvTNY-VgE_F_HORFPKDTc2Rkkbo6IbWeZd07vq2C4WJnLjzIJh1kpObXwiwPOY78CsmoV_ypJsBc5uwW7Z4Tdwdht2Xx-7bxhC9Oe4ZXI-Y56nEUk54PcJW38h3vV9NFh2YJnDMOHystUP70C8-ZyEqsGRVE0_4DhisVixZZY0oXfgLh3xp2locSD90OWLTqz7y7d8v0pB5bw6wHUFdNk9rCb_ydnPifwHY3aXMLYujznjptCRS_dvvmvcz5iHl5F09etD-d1D33V6u95hDAO65hUk3IV0a2I_x62KCVjWXfcmDFzS50hwSp-DoVfvM_miMWt8-G_NrRCtP3vsKXCWfjls6rzdbHKshilsCGw4T-JfHqVMhLV2VgFQvTnsU567Ms8Lk1tvARjGmukdWMeW0qDKFKxIgKmEiUTStOoJUAKgCOgotbwWtNjuFumlvEbzXw
http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLb9swDP4tOeQoRw_rtVvSdcCAnba7DUmWE6F-zZLX5d-PtpOuQ1Nkmy2J5sMUxU_kQxPc0-MP36WCFiTXnFNGNKeEFZp7R4WwNM8rL4myCjvBqcHK1FjUpnBUU82JJrp2vDY09x5rRkUtPXOY4KKWVjApMK00wcwqYL2rrZWwhWbWFXh5EbmMU0rDh93u-fk5O011Hbpj6ruhjylzfbtrTeUbEzqPKtMdfdPvBApdHMIIhqgNVdV45E1MfixtqShXUovslNoG9pif_ZiCa_xX7_qPJpktfyQwBaOMaiaZwERTiZliIJ1D2bL9ln6CcTsgUEDaxjPQNE7tgEIcjW_QOMUYDHKNibEOvoIg635sTQp9V06x5JoyzGjlcwtJyRV3FpLE-RzPawBmHisJRAo1a-cvQl5WcZkcz9w9tP7OZB0xJP-5guMjied8KM1lLpUSkFBaOtMOJhy7xUJBbJA-oqjWnGENLzi4zhwm1WI-insqs3J1XN5yu6WH347L2273zbH_5lMCHOKW8nmPeZ2iR_Xov0--c2fkzDCAwaIhywro-OVjKx_ecfHmd5RC6yMK7TD6GH21WNFl5TjDd9yde-RO09j5EQ1jbxdZvuqXf9l-pTnmM3cgF47gRXtYTf4zZjeX9B8R07sB-85YqB4zpR6d-3_LXWt-QkWeI-qb15uyu5u-m_RuPUNMozftK5fkrkuzlvgVN6g4VDd9_wYGxvEVCYbxFQy5Zp_yF4la8WG_JbcgWi87jIIwWnw5bBrbbTbWh3FKG0Q2jGVwy4HyLNdazyJCsNwc9gWzBhpipax2mhDqoXs6Q7ShWOeuEnVBdJ4RKjKaZxwXYUAEI0IEIhKo5JfWBs_ddr00WjD_BQ
http://www.tmz.com/2017/05/19/lady-gagas-friend-sonja-dies-after-battle-with-cancer/
http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLk5swDP4tOeRoYvnt3pLtdqYzPbV3GGNMwiyvguk2_74Cku12NjtpC5aFZfFZ1mfroa780-OP0MaUpSCslIyDlQx4amXwTKmcCVEEDSY31CvJHDWupKp0qWeWWQkWbOll6ZgIgVrOVKkD9xRo6mQetDd56cpcixKE5844rlnBlQUvU7q8BC7tFGP_Ybd7fn5OTlNZVu0xdm3fjTHxXbNrXBFqV7WBFK49hrrbKVK1Y18N6EiaqijqQIIbYxiyPDNMGm1VcopNjWvMz36Ila_D1-C7jy66rXwEFKOFYpxpYRRnYLgUHK1zKFu-37JP2G4HhBOYtuGMuuhaVxckDlPTY0wx1MSfqlCOZJjGsXLZNGbSMq5y74LIKRfKoCoBZQ7jdd7nMTUalVZGopq_AF56dRFJ59E9kv7OZW1jFcPnAndNNKXccGOlFtoYhXlkmXdN76pju3gYjI0zC4ZZKzm1-CLAVdgsVs1b8U9Zkq3A2S3YLTv8Bs5uw-7rY_ctxIjpH7dMzmvM_TQGUg7h-xRafybe9T06LDOw9MhGWD62-uEdiDe_k1g1YSRV0w9hHEOxeLGllzShd-DOHdI-DW0YSD90-WIT6_zyL9-vWlA5jw5wGQFdZg-ry3_G7Oeb_EfE7G7AoXU5Xho3xY6cu3_LXeN-4kU8j6SrXy_K7y76btLbdQ9jHIJrXkHCXUi33uwrb1XXkrLuujc0cEmvTHBKr2ToNftMvljMyg__bblF0XrYsaXAWfrlsKnzdrPJQzVMcUNgw3mCpxy1TIS1djYBUL057FOeY0nMC5NbbwFYwKLpHVjHqBW-UGUKViTAVMJEImla9QQoAVAENGotLxUNn7tVeqmv6P4L
http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLk5swDP4tOeRoYvnt3pLtdqYzPbV3GGNEwiyvgmmaf18D2e12Njtpa2wLy-LzZwnpoa780-MPbEPKUhBWSsbBSgY8tRI9UypnQhSoweSGeiWZo8aVVJUu9cwyK8GCLb0sHROI1HKmSo3cU6BpwbQSKBzlOi-E0ZSjdqUDg1ILijKly0Pg2k8h9B92u_P5nJymsqzaY-javhtD4rtm17gCa1e1SArXHrHudopU7dhXQzQkTVUUNRJ0Y8AhyzPDpNFWJafQ1PGMue2HUPkav6LvPrrgtvIR4iCcCaopWKWNjo0yZqJ65rLl-y37FPttRnEj-m24RNlXfe-uHKIFOWNRzKz6Uxe6MZvGTFpGuVUSRU6t8EXupFAF1zOL126f19TMaq2MjGJ-A3iZ1XVIOq_uxejvTNY-VgE_F_HORFPKDTc2Rkkbo6IbWeZd07vq2C4WJnLjzIJh1kpObXwiwPOY78CsmoV_ypJsBc5uwW7Z4Tdwdht2Xx-7bxhC9Oe4ZXI-Y56nEUk54PcJW38h3vV9NFh2YJnDMOHystUP70C8-ZyEqsGRVE0_4DhisVixZZY0oXfgLh3xp2locSD90OWLTqz7y7d8v0pB5bw6wHUFdNk9rCb_ydnPifwHY3aXMLYujznjptCRS_dvvmvcz5iHl5F09etD-d1D33V6u95hDAO65hUk3IV0a2I_x62KCVjWXfcmDFzS50hwSp-DoVfvM_miMWt8-G_NrRCtP3vsKXCWfjls6rzdbHKshilsCGw4T-JfHqVMhLV2VgFQvTnsU567Ms8Lk1tvARjGmukdWMeW0qDKFKxIgKmEiUTStOoJUAKgCOgotbwWtNjuFumlvEbzXw
http://grvrdr.huffingtonpost.com/302/redirect?grcc3=nVRLb9swDP4tOeQoRw_rtVvSdcCAnba7DUmWE6F-zZLX5d-PtpOuQ1Nkmy2J5sMUxU_kQxPc0-MP36WCFiTXnFNGNKeEFZp7R4WwNM8rL4myCjvBqcHK1FjUpnBUU82JJrp2vDY09x5rRkUtPXOY4KKWVjApMK00wcwqYL2rrZWwhWbWFXh5EbmMU0rDh93u-fk5O011Hbpj6ruhjylzfbtrTeUbEzqPKtMdfdPvBApdHMIIhqgNVdV45E1MfixtqShXUovslNoG9pif_ZiCa_xX7_qPJpktfyQwBaOMaiaZwERTiZliIJ1D2bL9ln6CcTsgUEDaxjPQNE7tgEIcjW_QOMUYDHKNibEOvoIg635sTQp9V06x5JoyzGjlcwtJyRV3FpLE-RzPawBmHisJRAo1a-cvQl5WcZkcz9w9tP7OZB0xJP-5guMjied8KM1lLpUSkFBaOtMOJhy7xUJBbJA-oqjWnGENLzi4zhwm1WI-insqs3J1XN5yu6WH347L2273zbH_5lMCHOKW8nmPeZ2iR_Xov0--c2fkzDCAwaIhywro-OVjKx_ecfHmd5RC6yMK7TD6GH21WNFl5TjDd9yde-RO09j5EQ1jbxdZvuqXf9l-pTnmM3cgF47gRXtYTf4zZjeX9B8R07sB-85YqB4zpR6d-3_LXWt-QkWeI-qb15uyu5u-m_RuPUNMozftK5fkrkuzlvgVN6g4VDd9_wYGxvEVCYbxFQy5Zp_yF4la8WG_JbcgWi87jIIwWnw5bBrbbTbWh3FKG0Q2jGVwy4HyLNdazyJCsNwc9gWzBhpipax2mhDqoXs6Q7ShWOeuEnVBdJ4RKjKaZxwXYUAEI0IEIhKo5JfWBs_ddr00WjD_BQ
http://privacy.aol.com/


5/23/17, 10:06 AM6 Inspiring Middle Eastern Artists | HuffPost

Page 3 of 11http://www.huffingtonpost.com/madelaine-dangelo/6-inspiring-middle-easter_b_8258796.html

2. Afshin Pirhashemi

Afshin Pirhashemi examines the complexities of life

in modern day Iran through photorealist portraits.

Particularly, Pirhashemi is fascinated by the role of

women in contemporary Iranian society and their

relationships to the world around them and

explores manifestations of power as they appear

or are negotiated through gendered bodies and

spaces.

 

Source: Ayyam Gallery
 

 

 

3. Oussama Diab

Palestinian artist Oussama Diab explores how art
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articulates the urgency of sociopolitical issues.

Addressing the contradictions and obstacles of

political conflict, globalization and exile through

playful symbolism, Diab references popular culture

and iconic imagery to best communicate with his

audience.

 

Source: Ayyam Gallery
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4. Nadim Karam
Best known for his large-scale urban art

installations in metropolises Dubai and Beijing,

Lebanese artist and architect Nadim Karam creates

futuristic works and alternative spaces, particularly

those built on dreams. Drawing from a variety of

cultural discourses, Karam has fashioned a distinct

pictorial language that is based on an evolving

series of characters, symbols and settings, as he

narrates the past, present and future while

reconfiguring notions of space.

 

Source: Ayyam Gallery
 

5. Lalla Essaydi



5/23/17, 10:06 AM6 Inspiring Middle Eastern Artists | HuffPost

Page 6 of 11http://www.huffingtonpost.com/madelaine-dangelo/6-inspiring-middle-easter_b_8258796.html

Lalla A. Essaydi’s art often combines Islamic

calligraphy with representations of the female

body and, from personal experience, addresses

the complex reality of the Arab female identity. In

much of her work, she returns to her Moroccan

girlhood, looking back on it as an adult woman

caught somewhere between past and present and

as an artist. Her paintings often include Orientalist

imagery from the Western painting tradition,

thereby inviting viewers to reconsider these

Orientalist symbolisms.

 

“In my art, I wish to present myself through multiple

lenses — as artist, as Moroccan, as traditionalist, as

Liberal, as Muslim.  In short, I invite viewers to

resist stereotypes.”

 

 

 

6. Hassan Hassoudy

Splatter painting, or action painting, is perhaps the
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most physical of all painting One of the world’s

most respected calligraphers, Iraqi artist Hassan

Massoudy expresses the great words of poetry,

literature and philosophy through his beautiful

medium. His creations are a subtle mix of present

and past, oriental and occidental, tradition and

modernity. In 1972 he toured Europe for thirteen

years with his Arabesque calligraphy performance

combining music, poetry and calligraphy.
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Source: October Gallery
 

By Cecilia Zhou
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