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Tunisian-Ukrainian artist wins prestigious Ithra
Prize at Diriyah Biennale

Saudi Arabia

Nadia Kaabi-Linke’s ‘E Pluribus Unum – A Modern Fossil,” the winning artwork of the 4th edition of the Ithra Art Prize,
displayed at the inaugural Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale. (Courtesy: SPA)
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3 min read

The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture ʻIthraʼ based in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, unveiled Nadia Kaabi-Linke s̓ ʻE Pluribus Unum – A Modern Fossil,̓
the winning artwork of the 4th edition of the Ithra Art Prize, at the inaugural
Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale on Saturday.

One of the most significant art prizes in the Arab world, the Tunisian-
Ukrainian artist Kaabi-Linke received a $100,000 grant to bring her proposal
to life.

For the latest headlines, follow our Google News channel online or via the
app.

Kaabi-Linke s̓ artwork takes a reflective look at one of the effects of the
pandemic and the decline in commercial air traffic, which raises questions
about how humanity measures progress and economic growth.

Kaabi-Linke’s monumental work consists of 19 canvases depicting the cracks in a sign bearing an arrow, a symbol
associated with the aviation industry and with economic growth. (Courtesy: SPA)
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ʻE Pluribus Unum – A Modern Fossil,̓  is a monumental work consisting of 19
canvases depicting the cracks in a sign bearing an arrow, a symbol
associated with the aviation industry and with economic growth, and makes
the viewers reflect on their priorities.

“Ithras̓ goal is to ignite cultural curiosity, stimulate knowledge exploration,
and inspire creativity, while encouraging the development of original
content across several creative fields, with an emphasis on the arts,” said
Farah Abushullaih, Head of Ithra Museum.

“Ithras̓ Museum works to bridge the past with the present, and the present
with the future, all the while engaging with world cultures and honoring
Saudi Arabia s̓ rich heritage and cultural history,” she said, adding: “The
Ithra Art Prize is proof of this commitment to support and develop the
creative landscape in the Kingdom and beyond. We are delighted to share
Kaabi-Linke s̓ winning artwork with the world for the first time, and proud to
be able to expose talent from the Arab world on an international platform.”

The Ithra Art Prize winning work is displayed at the Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale, which runs until March 11, 2022.
(Courtesy: SPA)



Kaabi-Linke, a Tunisian-Ukrainian conceptual artist based in Berlin, said:
“The Ithra Art Prize empowered me to get over boundaries in a way I never
thought possible to date.”

“In the end, I can say that I have produced one of my most complex and
detailed paintings in about two months, but different from previous works,
this piece is almost 20 meters long. This unique experience was as
challenging as rewarding in the end. Thank you, Ithra Art Prize, for bringing
this project to life. I know it is in the best hands now,” Kaabi-Linke added.

The Ithra Art Prize winning work after its display at the Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale will be added to Ithra’s
permanent collection. (Courtesy: SPA)

Kaabe-Linke studied fine arts in Tunis and holds a PhD from the Sorbonne
in Paris. She grew up in Tunis, Kyiv, Dubai, and Paris, and has exhibited
widely in several renowned global art institutions, including at New York s̓
Museum of Modern Art and the Centre Pompidou in Paris.



The Ithra Art Prize was originated as a competition for Saudi and Saudi-
based contemporary artists. This is the first year the competition opened up
to artists from 22 Arab countries and presented at the Kingdoms̓ first
biennale, Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale organized by Diriyah Biennale
Foundation. Ayman Zedani (Mēem, 2018), Daniah Al Saleh (Sawtam, 2019)
and Fahad bin Naif (Rakhm, 2020) previously won the prize.

The Ithra Art Prize winning work is displayed at the Diriyah Contemporary
Art Biennale, which runs until March 11, 2022, after which it will join Ithras̓
prestigious permanent collection.

Read more: Ithra Art Prize winner Saudi-based Fahad bin Naif s̓ installation
on show at Art Dubai

Advertisement

Get the latest stories from AlArabiya on Google News

Diriyah Contemporary Art Biennale Ithra Art Prize

King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture

Also Read

Saudi Arabia’s Ithra celebrates Ramadan with cultural events,
activities 

Saudi Arabia’s King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) is
celebrating the ...

Art and culture

https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/03/30/Ithra-Art-Prize-winner-Saudi-based-Fahad-bin-Naif-s-installation-on-show-at-Art-Duba
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/03/30/Ithra-Art-Prize-winner-Saudi-based-Fahad-bin-Naif-s-installation-on-show-at-Art-Duba
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMOnQlwswi_quAw
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=Diriyah%20Contemporary%20Art%20Biennale
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=Ithra%20Art%20Prize
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=King%20Abdulaziz%20Center%20for%20World%20Culture
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/04/14/Saudi-Arabia-s-Ithra-celebrates-Ramadan-with-cultural-events-activities-


Saudi Arabia’s Ithra launches unique exhibit on Islamic art,
mosque artifacts 

Saudi Arabia’s King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) has
launched a ...

Art and culture

Ithra Art Prize winner Saudi-based Fahad bin Naif’s installation
on show at Art Dubai

The winner of the third edition of the Ithra Art Prize, Saudi-based Fahad
bin ...

Art and culture

Ithra calls on creative Saudi youth to participate in latest
innovation challenges

The King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) in Saudi Arabia’s
Dhahran has ...

Art and culture

Editor's Choice

India and Pakistan on
edge: How their armies,
navies and nukes stack up

World News 30 April ,2025

Saudi Arabia, Qatar to
settle Syria’s World Bank
debt

Middle East 27 April ,2025

Israel shares, then deletes,
condolences over Pope
Francis’ death

Middle East 23 April ,2025

At least 500 Houthis killed
in US strikes over last
month: Officials

US News 22 April ,2025

Top Content Trending

https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/03/25/Saudi-Arabia-s-Ithra-launches-unique-exhibit-on-Islamic-art-mosque-artifacts-
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/03/30/Ithra-Art-Prize-winner-Saudi-based-Fahad-bin-Naif-s-installation-on-show-at-Art-Duba
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2020/08/25/Ithra-calls-on-creative-Saudi-youth-to-participate-in-latest-innovation-challenges
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/04/30/india-and-pakistan-on-edge-how-their-armies-navies-and-nukes-stack-up
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/04/27/saudi-arabia-qatar-to-settle-syria-s-outstanding-arrears-to-world-bank-group
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/04/23/israel-shares-then-deletes-condolences-over-pope-francis-death
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/united-states/2025/04/22/at-least-500-houthis-killed-in-us-strikes-over-last-month-officials


Al Arabiya’s top content is selected based on the number of total views per day.
Read each day’s most popular articles here.

Day Week

Pakistan’s Chinese-made
jet brought down two Indian
fighter aircraft: US officials

World News

1

Pakistan, India accuse each
other of waves of drone
attacks

World News

2

Israel issues strongest
threat yet against Iran after
Houthi missile attack

Middle East

3

Hamas says it is engaged in
‘fierce fighting’ in Gaza’s
Rafah

Middle East

4

Cardinal Prevost elected
Pope Leo XIV, first US
pontiff

World News

5

‘Friends of steel’: Xi and
Putin pledge to stand
together against US

World News

6

Before you go

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/05/08/pakistan-s-chinesemade-jet-brought-down-two-indian-fighter-aircraft-us-officials
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/05/08/blast-heard-in-pakistan-s-lahore-amid-tensions-with-india
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/08/israeli-minister-says-it-will-do-to-iran-what-it-has-done-to-gaza
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/08/hamas-says-it-is-engaged-in-fierce-fighting-with-israeli-soldiers-in-gaza-s-rafah
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/05/08/white-smoke-billows-from-sistine-chapel-signaling-new-pope-elected
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/05/08/xi-hails-deepening-trust-between-china-russia-as-he-meets-putin-
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/riz-khan/2025/05/09/sports-ticking-time-bomb-former-wrestler-s-mission-to-save-athletes-brains


share

Sports’ ticking time bomb: Former wrestler’s
mission to save athletes’ brains

Subscribe to
Alarabiya Newsletter

Enter email address Subscribe

Follow Al Arabiya English

https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/riz-khan/2025/05/09/sports-ticking-time-bomb-former-wrestler-s-mission-to-save-athletes-brains
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/programs/riz-khan/2025/05/09/sports-ticking-time-bomb-former-wrestler-s-mission-to-save-athletes-brains
https://www.facebook.com/alarabiya.english/
https://twitter.com/AlArabiya_Eng
https://www.instagram.com/alarabiya_eng
https://www.youtube.com/AlArabiyaEnglish
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alarabiya-english/
https://flipboard.com/@AlArabiya_Eng


Follow Al Arabiya News on WhatsApp

Browse Our Channels

About

News

Business

Energy

Opinion

Lifestyle

Sports

Video

InFocus

Other Sites

© Copyright. Al Arabiya Network. 2025

https://www.facebook.com/alarabiya.english/
https://twitter.com/AlArabiya_Eng
https://www.instagram.com/alarabiya_eng
https://www.youtube.com/AlArabiyaEnglish
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alarabiya-english/
https://flipboard.com/@AlArabiya_Eng
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va53jE8BPzjdMJiEeT3f
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/12/12/Tunisian-Ukrainian-artist-wins-prestigious-Ithra-Prize-at-Diriyah-Biennale
https://english.alarabiya.net/News
https://english.alarabiya.net/business
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/energy
https://english.alarabiya.net/views
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style
https://english.alarabiya.net/sports
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv
https://english.alarabiya.net/infocus
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2021/12/12/Tunisian-Ukrainian-artist-wins-prestigious-Ithra-Prize-at-Diriyah-Biennale
https://english.alarabiya.net/

